Supplementary Methods

Dynamic Light Scattering
The size distribution of AuNPs and LPP mimics was determined using dynamic light scattering (DLS, Malvern Zetasizer Nano N90s). An aliquot of sample (400 L) was placed in a cuvette (1.5 mL, VWR) and illuminated at a fixed 90 angle with a HeNe laser (633 nm). Each measurement was repeated 3 times and reported as mean intensity distribution  SD.
UV-vis Measurements
Absorbance spectrum of the AuNPs were measured using a Perkin Elmer Lambda 650 spectrophotometer. A 1 mL solution of AuNPs was added to a cuvette and the absorbance was measured from 800-400 nm with 2 nm resolution and slit width of 2 mm.
Characterization of LPP mimics
AuNPs of various sizes (9-56 nm) were prepared using Fren's method 1 by varying the amounts of citrate in the solution (Table S1 ). The average sizes of the AuNPs were determined by DLS and AFM, and the diameters were in good agreement using either technique (Table S1 ). The completeness of lipid packing around the AuNP core was determined by cyanide stability test as previously described 2 . A complete lipid bilayer will protect the AuNP core from cyanide etching, while partially coated AuNP will be oxidized by cyanide and result in a reduction of the localized surface plasmon resonance (LSPR) ( Table S2) . UV/vis spectra of the LPP mimics obtained before and after 24 h of cyanide exposure showed stability for the LPP mimics as no significant decrease in absorbance (AU < 5%) was observed after 24 h of exposure to cyanide (supplemental Table 2 ). In addition, the stability of the LPP mimics were further Since the PC liposomes cannot be pelleted at 21,000 g, this sample contains only the supernatant and it was mostly pCRP. It is important to note that not all the supernatant can be successfully removed without disturbing the pellet; therefore trace amounts of supernatant remain in the pellet fraction. 
